Jax Jaguar
708-534-5000 | University Park, IL | jaxjaguar@gmail.com | LinkedIn Profile

Summary
Dedicated and meticulous historian with a strong academic foundation in historical research, archival methods, and critical analysis. Currently pursuing a Master of Arts in History, with a focus on 20th-century American social and cultural history. Proven ability to synthesize complex information from primary and secondary sources to construct persuasive arguments. Seeking to apply advanced research and communication skills in an academic, museum, or public history role.

Education
Master of Arts in History | Expected May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Historiography and Historical Theory, Research Methods in History, Seminar on the American Civil Rights Movement, Public History and Archival Management, The Digital Humanities

Bachelor of Arts in Social Science | May 2024 
Governors State University | University Park, IL 
· Relevant Coursework: Introduction to Sociology, Political Science, Cultural Geography

Experience
Graduate Research Assistant | August 2024 – Present 
Governors State University History Department | University Park, IL
· Supported faculty research by locating and digitizing primary source materials from online databases and physical archives.
· Conducted literature reviews and synthesized key arguments from secondary sources for use in a forthcoming publication.
· Organized and cataloged research data, ensuring accuracy and accessibility for a long-term project.

Museum Collections Intern | June 2024 – August 2024 
Chicago History Museum | Chicago, IL
· Assisted with the organization and inventory of a collection of 20th-century Chicago-related artifacts.
· Created detailed descriptions for collection items, including historical context and provenance.
· Collaborated with the curatorial team to prepare materials for a new exhibit on urban development.

History Tutor | September 2023 – May 2024 
Governors State University Learning Center | University Park, IL
· Provided one-on-one academic support to undergraduate students in U.S. and World History courses.
· Guided students on essay writing, source analysis, and effective study strategies for historical subjects.

Projects
M.A. Thesis: The Role of Community Newspapers in the 1960s Civil Rights Movement | May 2026 
Governors State University | University Park, IL
· Explored how local African American newspapers in Chicago framed and influenced the Civil Rights Movement, using digitized newspaper archives as primary sources.
· Analyzed shifts in journalistic rhetoric and community engagement over time to demonstrate the evolving nature of activism.

Digital History Project: Mapping Joliet's Industrial Heritage | November 2025 
Governors State University | University Park, IL
· Collaborated on a team to create an interactive digital map detailing the historical significance of industrial sites in Joliet, Illinois.
· Utilized GIS software to layer historical data and images, making local history accessible to the public.





Awards & Certificates
· Archival Management Certificate: Completed March 2024
· Governors State University History Department Grant: Awarded for M.A. thesis research (2025)
· Dean's List: Governors State University (Fall 2023, Spring 2024)

Volunteer Work
Oral History Interviewer | September 2022 – May 2023 
Local Historical Society | University Park, IL
· Conducted and transcribed interviews with long-time residents to document community history and personal experiences.

Skills
· Historical Research: Primary & Secondary Source Analysis, Archival Research, Oral History, Genealogy, Digital Humanities
· Writing & Communication: Academic Writing, Grant Writing, Public Speaking, Content Creation, Editing
· Analytical Skills: Critical Thinking, Data Synthesis, Historical Interpretation, Project Management
· Technology: Microsoft Office Suite, Zotero (Citation Management), GIS Software, Digital Archiving Tools, Database Management

